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abundant precaution, desired, after the unfortunate selec-
tion of Lorenzo Thomas to discharge the duties of the War
Department, that a discreet and judicious man should suc-
ceed Stanton, which led to the appointment of Schofield;
Evarts was brought in by Seward and his friends; the
President quietly yielding but not selecting in either case.
To Grimes and Fessenden and to Seward also he justly
feels under obligations, and has yielded to them in these
appointments.

I hope the President will not be induced to favor, in
the least, the usurping Radical faction and their unconsti-
tutional Reconstruction schemes. He cannot any more
than myself be a personal admirer of Seymour, and, were
the approaching election merely personal, neither of us
could be interested in the result. Among prominent public
men there are few in whom I have not greater confidence
than Seymour. He is not a sincere man, and I cannot
forget his persistent, wholesale, and disgraceful slanders of
New England, his assaults on her population and institu-
tions, so unjust and so unworthy a statesman of his pre-
tensions, so uncalled-for and unmerited. His speech some
years since at St. Paul, intended as a bid for the Presidency,
had the ingredients of a low-class politician. It was the
more inexcusable for the reason of his having intellectual
qualities, and also because he is of New England stock.
But although he is personally the most, objectionable to me
of all the proposed Democratic candidates, nevertheless
he is the selected opponent of Radicalism. I therefore
support him in preference to Grant.

The President will, I am confident, take the same view
and do nothing to help Grant, unless persuaded by others,
and only two men can do that. They are in position, and
Evarts has openly taken ground for Grant months since,
but the President, who detests Grant, knowing him to be
untruthful and false-hearted, has appointed E.

I have been anxious that the President should hasten his
action on bills and Send in his vetoes promptly, in order